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As We Gather 
From the beginning, God implanted His life-creating power into His creation with the command  “Be 
fruitful and multiply” to animals (Genesis 1:22) and to humans (1:28), with one important difference. 
You are not an accident or only a product of biology. Every human being is a personal soul. So we 
confess, “I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them” (Small 
Catechism, Creed, Explanation of the First Article). Because of our inherited sin, however, “the soul 
who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). Nevertheless, God’s design is for life—eternal life. He declares, “I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone” (18:32). Because God so loves you, He sent His Son to take 
away your sin by the shedding of His blood on the cross. Therefore,  “we preach Christ crucified, . . . 
the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23–24). Christ died to sin for you. By Holy 
Baptism, you died with Christ and are raised to new life in Him. The love of God is yours today by faith 
in the cross of Jesus Christ. The Father’s declaration of Jesus now becomes yours:  “My beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 

PREPARATION 

816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823–97 Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln Text and tune: Public domain 
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honor God by serving others. For Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday 2026, we focus on 
Supporting Missions. 

 
Christ Jesus our Lord asks us to be wise stewards of His good gifts. St. Paul, while proclaiming 

the Gospel, was also concerned for those who suffered. There were so many mission efforts 
taking place. As believers today, we also are eager to follow the example of Christ and aid those 

in need. The Spirit of God places that eagerness to serve upon our hearts. We can’t be everywhere 
to aid the missions, firsthand, that are set before us. The Lord does allow us to support those 

efforts that go forth in His name. May the Lord grant to us supportive hearts. 
The 2026-2028 LWML CNH Mission Grants 

 
LWML is currently working on funding grant #6. Bringing Light to Little Ones with Technology 
Trinity Lutheran, Redding, CA for $5,190.   For 35 years, Trinity Lutheran Early Learning Center 
has taught children about Jesus. They are now pursuing accreditation through the LCMS school 
accreditation program but need to upgrade the technology infrastructure at the school in order to 
strengthen their application. They specifically ask for funds to purchase SMART boards, which 

are large wall mounted interactive touch screens teachers and students use as they study the Bible, 
nature, and STEM. Please keep your coins, bills, and checks going into your mite boxes and 
return to the mighty mite box in the narthex to fund LWML CNH grants for 2026-2028, our 

sincere thanks to the congregation for supporting LWML grants. Please contact Lana Sullivan or 
Karen Fontaine-Benedict for questions or if you want to know more about LWML at Mt. Olive. 

  
 CONTRIBUTE 

  
Online Giving 

There are two convenient ways to give online. Either by using the "Joyful Response Giving" on 
the website or via Paypal. Simply log on to your Paypal Account, select "SEND" and type in 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church of Folsom California. We always accept checks, but we do have a 
limit as to how many we can deposit monthly, so if online giving is an option for you, rest 

assured, it is easy, safe and secure. 
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CONNECT 
  

Sunday Service with Communion 
Please join us for Sunday service at 10am. If you are not able to join us in person, our Sunday 
Services will be available on YouTube or Facebook. You can access the links on our website 

at www.mountolivefolsom.com. 
  

Sunday Bible Study 
                    Come and gather with us at 9am to learn more about the Word of God.  

  
Sunday School for school aged children - Children of elementary school age are invited to head to 

the room at the back of the Narthex directly following the Children’s Message during worship. 
Students will enjoy their lesson during the sermon and will be dismissed back to their families in 
the sanctuary prior to Communion. Children will be learning from Concordia's curriculum, "Jesus 

Teaches His Church”. 
  

The Lunch Bunch 
Please reach out to Norma Ceccardi at 530-401-8055 if you have any questions about the Lunch 

Bunch. 
   

 CULTIVATE 
  

Ladies Bible Study 
Ladies Bible Study Ladies at Mount Olive, you are cordially invited to come to our weekly Bible 
Study every Tuesday at 100 Dyrell Way in Folsom at 10:30am. We are just starting to study the 

exciting book of Genesis! The earliest history of the Hebrew nation!! For more information, 
please contact Inge at 916-983-0351. We look forward to seeing you! Shalom!  

 
Second Wednesday at Twin Lakes Food Bank! 

Second Wednesday Twin Lakes Food Bank ministry continues! 
Reach out to our neighbors with love and prayer on the second Wednesday of each 

month.  Would you consider volunteering for an upcoming month as we pre-plan to cover this 
meaningful ministry opportunity?  A team of 3 people is needed to greet and talk with guests, 
hand out that month's giveaway, and take prayer requests. The distribution time is from 9am -
12pm.  You can help out the entire time or come for the first or last 1.5 hour.   Please contact 

Krista Hess (916-370-2892) hesskeg@gmail.com for more information or to snag the Wednesday 
of your choice.  

  
LWML 

At Mt. Olive this year’s Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday will be October 11, 2026. This 
year’s theme continues a four-year cycle focusing on the LWML Mission Statement — As 

Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Psalm 43:4; 124:8; Isaiah 25:9 
P I will go to the altar of God, 
C to God my exceeding joy. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. 
C This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His 

salvation. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P God invites His whole creation to the great feast of His salvation. That we may boldly 

enter into His gates of mercy, let us lift up our prayer of repentance and faith. 
C Lord God, heavenly Father, with thanksgiving for Your great love and promise of 

new life and hope for living, we confess to You all our sins, our waywardness, our 
neglect of Your call, as well as our failure to be of help to our neighbor and one 
another. We humbly pray, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew and cleanse our 
hearts and minds, and give us true faith in Your promised grace and deliverance.   

P The feast of God’s salvation has already begun for you by your Baptism into Christ. 
Now receive the Lord’s abiding forgiveness, faith, strength, and help to live in the 
certain hope of eternal life in fellowship with Him: I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
At this time, the congregation will rise and extend the “peace of the Lord” with one another forgiving 
one another just as our Lord has forgiven us.  
 

WORD 
In the service of the Word, God grants us His grace through the reading and preaching of His Word. 
Wherever His Word is, there He promises to be (Matt 18:20). The words of Holy Scripture are to “make 
[us] wise unto salvation (2 Timothy 3:15).” They do this but not by simply talking about Jesus but giving 
Jesus to us who crucified for our sins and raised for our justification. The Word of God is the Word of 
Life. 
 
Introit for Pentecost 18 Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

 
P: The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked to the ground. 
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C: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 

   for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 
 

       The LORD builds up Je- | rusalem;* 
   He gathers the outcasts of | Israel. 
 

         He heals the broken- | hearted* 
   and binds | up their wounds. 
 

        He determines the number | of the stars;* 
   He gives to all of | them their names. 
 

        Great is our LORD, and abundant in | power;* 
   His understanding is beyond | measure. 

  
C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

   and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked to the ground. 

Text: ESV® Text: © 2001 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000362 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 

 
A For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 A For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation 
of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Serving Him this Week 
Worship Leader Pastor Daniel Vang  

Elders Andrew Tweet 

Musicians Mount Olive Worship Group 

Readers Bruce Betts, Eric Baer, Norma Ceccardi, Andrew Donnelly, Heather 
Hoffman, Karla Schroeder, Andrew Burnette, Andrew Tweet 

Ushers John and Norma Ceccardi 

Altar Guild Christa Sobczak 
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655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
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A For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

 
 A For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 A For those who labor, those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

 
 A For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 
those in prison, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 AFor the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 A For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 
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 A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten 
our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all 
truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: 
the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25“Yet you say,  ‘The way of the Lord is not just.  ’Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his 
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall 
die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and 
does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from 
all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.  ’O house of Israel, are my ways not just? 
Is it not your ways that are not just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares 
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast 
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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Distribution Hymn:   621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Post-Communion Canticle:   Thank the Lord LSB 164 
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Epistle Philippians 2:1–18 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence 
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is 
God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a 
drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse Matthew 28:18b 

C Alleluia. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of 
John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,  ’he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?  ’26But if we say, ‘From man,  ’we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was 
a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,  “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 
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 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.  ’29And he answered, ‘I will not,  ’but afterward he changed his mind 
and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,  ’but 
did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said,  “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God 
before you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 
afterward change your minds and believe him.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon Hymn       579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 

 

 

 
 
5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 
It dooms us for our sin to die 
And has no pow’r to justify. 

 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 
Who from the curse has set us free, 
And humbly worship at His throne, 
Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug Text and tune: Public domain 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of 
a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, 
He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
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Sermon  “Scandal of Grace”       Pastor Dan Vang 
 

Creed Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Almighty God, we give You thanks for all Your goodness and loving kindness that You 

have bestowed on us as Your own creation. For Your whole creation and the blessings of 
this life, we give You praise and thanks. Continue Your gift of life and grant that all look 
to You as their Creator and Giver of life through the gift of Your redemption in Christ 
Jesus, the Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Grant Your blessing and guidance on Your holy church in this world to be the beacon of 
the light of Your salvation for all who look to You for the salvation of their souls and for 
every help in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Send upon the ministers of Your church and the congregations committed to their care 

the healthful spirit of Your grace, making all pastors diligent to preach Your Holy Word, 
and send Your people faithful obedience that they be comforted and strengthened in faith 
and do all things that are well pleasing to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Guide and direct the governments of all nations to seek the ways of Your will in peace 

and justice, especially in the face of any and all adversity. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P Help all who call upon You in any need, that they have patience in times of sorrow or 

suffering and be released from their afflictions. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P We remember before You all those who have loved and served You and who now rest 

from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and bring us at last to the 
joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us for the sake of Him 

who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
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SACRAMENT 
Grace upon grace. Having received God s grace through the Word and promises of Jesus, God now serves 
us grace by feeding us His Son s body and blood which is true food and true drink (John 6:55)” for the 
forgiveness of sins. In this portion of the service, we gather with angelic hosts and the saints triumphant 
where Jesus promises to be: in this meal of bread and wine. It is bread and wine set within God s Word 
and bound to it (Luther s Large Catechism).” We confess that our Lord Jesus Christ has instituted the 
Lord s Supper to be a Sacrament, a means of grace. In, with, and under the elements of bread and wine are 
the true body and blood of Jesus as he has spoken. His body and blood are set aside for his baptized  
disciples to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. If this is your confession and you desire the gifts, come 
and receive what s meant for you. If you hold to a different confession, are unsure of what this meal is, or 
are unbaptized, but desire the gifts, please talk with pastor after service about our formation process. In the 
meantime, we invite you to come up and cross your arms over your chest at the table in order to receive a 
blessing. 

 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 


